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last years of his life.   His pew in the Church was that subse-
quently occupied by Shakespeare and his family.

In Edward VTs reign, after a few years of confusion
following the dissolution of the Guild, the Corporation was
constituted which managed town affairs from that time on-
wards. Its records show how, in the paternal style of the
Tudor period, the town officials administered the former guild
property ; how they dealt with disrespect to the bailiff, with
unlicensed alehouses and bowling greens, with unmuzzled
dogs, scolding wives, apprentices who stayed out after 9 p.m.
at night, absentees from church and persons who failed to
wear woollen caps on Sunday ; how they licensed companies
of players to act in the Guild Hall; how they despatched their
members to Parliament, or their quota of soldiers to muster at
Tilbury against the Armada. So full are the records that it is
possible, as Mr. Forrest has shown, to discover the names of
the occupants of many of the houses in the sixteenth century
and to reconstruct their lives.

Thus the background of the life into which Shakespeare
grew up is complete. In Henley Street is the house of his
father, John Shakespeare the glover, who became Bailiff of
Stratford in 1568 ; in the c Latin School' Shakespeare studied
as a boy ; in the Guild Hall he witnessed his first plays. Across
the fields at Shottery is the house where his wife, Ann Hatha-
way, lived before her marriage ; in the Church of Holy Trinity
their children were baptised ; to New Place Shakespeare re-
tired after he had become a rich man. It is probable that he
wrote The Tempest and The Winter's Tale while living there,
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